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4th  INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION OF YOUNG PIANO PLAYERS and  COMPOSERS
NAMED AFTER OSCAR STROK
April 18, 2026, Daugavpils, Latvia

The International competition of piano players named after Oscar Strok is organized by Daugavpils Iespeju Secondary School in cooperation with the Department for Education in Daugavpils, Daugavpils University and the association “Mentors”. The aim of the competition: to promote the development of piano and composition skills of young musicians, as well as to honor the famous pianist and composer Oscar Strok, who was born in Daugavpils. 
Previous Stroks competitions have featured more than 400 participants from Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Finland, Ukraine, Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, Moldova, Kazakhstan, Serbia, Israel and other countries. 
The competition consists of 2 rounds. The 1st round of the competition will take place remotely, but the Grand Prix competition will be held on April 18, 2026, at the Daugavpils University. After evaluation all 1st round participants will receive their diplomas electronically to the e-mail address provided in the form.

The requirements of the competition
All participants are divided into the following categories:

A Category – pianists studying "piano" in music schools, secondary music schools, music colleges or music lyceums. The competitors perform two contrasting pieces of music of their choice by heart.
B Category – students who do not study in music schools, secondary music schools, music colleges or music lyceums, or study the piano at a music school as a compulsory subject while studying another music specialty (wind instruments, strings, accordion, etc.). The competitors perform two contrasting pieces of music of their choice by heart.
C Category – four-hand (also six and eight-hand) piano ensembles on one instrument and on two pianos.  

The competitors perform two contrasting pieces of their choice by heart.
D Category –  Concertmaster category. The pianist’s collaboration with other musicians (instrumentalists or vocalists, total number of ensemble members 2-3 people) is assessed.
E Category – Chamber ensemble category. Ensembles with pianos can participate in the competition. The pianist’s collaboration with other musicians (instrumentalists and vocalists, total number of 3-6 people) is assessed.

Participants in categories A, B perform two contrasting pieces of their own choice by heart. 

Participants in categories C, D, E perform one piece of their own choice. The competition piece may be played from sheet music.
F Category – competition for young composers. 
The competition in this category is held in one round. Category F participants send the organizers the scores of one of their new works: the competition accepts pieces for piano or ensemble with piano. The duration of the piece is not limited.
Participants are divided according to the age groups:

· 1st age group – participants born in 2016 and later, the performance time is up to 5 minutes;
· 2nd age group – participants born in 2014- 2015, the performance time is up to 6 minutes;
· 3rd age group – participants born in 2012- 2013, the performance time is up to 8 minutes;
· 4th age group A4 and B4 – participants born in 2009- 2011, the performance time is up to 9 minutes;
· 5th age group A5 and B5 – participants born in 2005- 2008, the performance time is up to 10 minutes.
The age of the participants is determined by April 18, 2026. The jury evaluates the contestants according to a 25-point system. In the 1st round of the competition, an international jury will evaluate the competitors of Categories A, B and C based on video recordings. After evaluation all 1st round participants will receive their diplomas electronically to the e-mail address provided in the form.

All contestants are awarded according to the points received:

The Diploma for participation in the competition – if the contestant got less than 15,99 points;

The Certificate of Recognition – from 16 to 17.99 points;

The Diploma of the 3rd degree – from 18 to 19.99 points;

The Diploma of the 2nd degree – from 20 to 21.99 points;

The 1st degree Diploma – from 22 to 25 points.

Round 2 - Grand Prix competition to be held live on April 18, 2026 at 14:00 on the stage of the Daugavpils University. 

Contestants of categories A, B, C, D and E, who will score at least 22.5 points in the 1st round of the competition will be invited to the Grand Prix competition. At the Grand Prix competition participants perform 1 music work of their choice, the performance time up to 6 minutes. 

All participants of Grand Prix competition will be awarded Bronze, Silver or Gold Diplomas.   
Each category winner will get the Winner’s Diploma and The Grand Prix. 
Competition procedure

The organizers will make a competition booklet, so participants must send the following documents to the e-mail latviancontests@inbox.lv   before March 25, 2026:
· a short description of creative biography;

· a photo of the participant for the Competition booklet (good quality portrait);

· a filled-in application form of the participants;

· an Internet link to the recording on the YouTube platform, or music score of a new work for the participants of the category F;

· a copy of the payment order for the transfer of the entry fee.

One cannot send recordings from other competitions; the recording must be of good audio and video quality. The participation fee: 30.- EUR, participation fee is non-refundable.
Payment details:

Name: Association “MENTORS”

Registration number: 40008071590

Address: Andreja Pumpura iela 150-68, LV-5404, Daugavpils

Bank code: UNLALV2X

Account: LV38UNLA0050021614483

Contacts:

Project coordinator: Dr. paed. Conductor, composer Jevgeņijs Ustinskovs, +371 29538278 (Viber, WatsApp), 

e-mail: latviancontests@inbox.lv, for the payment please write to biedriba.mentors@inbox.lv.
APPLICATION FORM 
Please complete the form on computer and in Word format and send it electronically to latviancontests@inbox.lv till March 25.
	Name and surname 

of the participant, country, place represented
	Participant’s date of birth 
	Contest group and category
	Name and surname of the teacher 
	Contact telephone number and e-mail 
	Internet link to the video

	
	
	 
	
	
	


